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Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Date: October 3 1,200l 

To: S. G. Wilkinson MS 3950 526-4150 

From: B. M. Angle MS 3428 526-l 841 

Subject: APPROVAL OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL CHECJSL,IST “CERCLA SITE CFA-08 
SEWAGE PLANT DRAIN FIELD, OPEMLE UNIT 4-13” (CFA-01-006) 

As Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory’s (INEEL’s) Contractor NEPA 
Compliance Officer, I have approved the attached Environmental Checklist (EC) for the proposed 
action. In addition, the DOE Environmental Restoration Program Office and DOE NEPA Compliance 
Office have approved the action in accordance with the June 1994 Secretarial Policy on the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 

The attached EC and Approval Form is a record that should go in your project files. You may proceed 
with the project subject to compliapce with the conditions stated in Section E of the EC. These include 
1) a plan to prevent and control the spread of noxious weeds, 2) a bird nest survey of the drain field area, 
if needed, and 3) completion of the INEEL Gravel/Borrow Request Form. (Note: The conditions on the 
approval sheet are no longer required.) If the project description or scope changes, please notify B. E. 
Walker at 526-8 195. For subsequent transmittals, reference the EC title and number (identified above). 

BEW 

Attachments 

cc: J. S. Irving, MS 3428 
M. R. Jackson, MS 2105 
R. M. Macfarlane, MS 413 1 
M. J. McGuire, MS 3950 
D. W. Wagoner, MS 3950 
B. E. Walker, MS 3428 
B. M. Angle (BMA-086-01) File 

Uniform File Code: 6101 (CFA-01-006) 
Disposition Authority: ENV2-F-3-A 
Retention Schedule: Permanent. Cutoff when project is complete. Transfer to NARA 20 years after 
cutoff. 
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SEP 24 ‘01 01: 50PM ESH&M P-4/10 

Environmental Checklist Approval Form 

Project No.: tiA-Ol-006 

Project Title: WRCLA Site CFA-08 Sewage PIant Drain Field, Operable Unit 4-13 
-.-. -- 

The uudatigned agree that the information in the above-r~&cmeed document ia true, accurate, and complete to 
the best of their knowledge. Complete any conditions listed below before initiating the proposed activity. 

1. An Air Permitting AP@icabiliry Dotermination must be approved before beginning any fieldwork. Contact 
Harrison Orr at 526-0759 for guidance. Please notify Bryana Walker at 526-8195 when this condition has been 
completed. 

2. A biological field survey must be conducted before beginning any fieldwork Contact Sue Majors (Stolla 
Corporation, 525-9358) fot guidance. Notify Brynna Walker at 526-8 195 when this condition has been 
completed. 

ProgramlProject Manag= 

Facility Manager: 

DOE-ID NmA Compliancy 
off1cc: 

Con?mxor NEFA Compliance 
OfflCec 
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From: Jack 0 DepperschmidtQExchange on 1 O/30/2001 IO:02 AM 

To: 
cc: 

Brynna E WalkeriWALKBE/CCO1/INEElfUS@INEL 
John S InIing/JSl4ICCO1IINEEU~S~lNEL. Roger L Twitchell@Exchange. Carol A Hathaway@Exchange, 
Kathleen E HainQExchange 

Subject: Fw: CFA-Ot-006 for Final Approval 

Based on my review of the attached environmental checklist, CFA-01-006, I have determined, as Deputy 
NEPA Compliance Officer, that the environmental impacts of the proposed action should be covered by 
the CERCLA process as referenced in the text and the attached environmental checklist. Therefore, no 
further NEPA review is required. 

--Original Message-- 
- From: Walker, Brynynna E 

Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 20019:41 AM 
To: Depperschmidt, Jab D 
Subject CFA-Ol-006 for Final Approval 

Jack, here is the final checklist for your approval. Carol Hathaway’s comments were addressed. In 
addition, the conditions have changed, It was determined that an APAD was not needed, and other 
conditions were added. 

Thanks, 
Brynna r 

H-5 



ENVIRONMEN’T ‘AL CHECKLIST Page 1 

h Appmm&lw 0 

EC Document No.: CFA-01-006 

451.01 
n,l+ n, 

DIRECTIONS: The Responsible Maw should complete Sections A  ll~rough D. The Conaactor’a Policy and Pm&ing organitatioa c~nplm Sectbm E  &  F, 
Refn to MCP-3480 %wimnmental  Instructioru Tar Facilitiaa. P  
tbrm. 

mceuts. Muoials, and Equipment” Appnrdix A  for instrwtionr to complete this 

SECTION A. Deacripdvc Information: 
Charge Number. 3xcc2 1209 
Project Tillr CERCL.A Site CFAa8 Sewage Plant [Xain Field. Opcrabk Unit 4-13 
DOE-HQ Program: EM-M Fmjtct No.: 
Performing organiion: BBWI WAG-4 mtc 8rwoL 

Contact Name Trlepbone No. I E-mail 
DOE Projcci Teclmioal Manap Catol A. Hathaway 52b-4049 HATHAWCA 
Famlity Operatioru Manager osry w. 0raun S262830 BRN 
Pw-JJW@Marger: Stcphtn 0. Wilkinson S26-4150 WIUSO 
ProjecuTecbnical Contactz ocbomh w. wagmet 526-9989 WIOG 
Alkmative ProjecvTechnical Cw Dougla H. Freusaner 526-9813 DPRES 
Eavimnmemal Field Support Contact Michul I. McGuire 5264332 MCGUh4J 
SECTION B. Project Ducriptioa: Axacb an wwmtc and concise dacripdon of tbc projcot or aaivity. Indudii type of activity (e.g.. new constructian, proau 

modifications rminknance. raeareb and devclopmeat, or work for otbera). location (e.g.. area, building, Iaboratoty). purpose and need. pmjeu rtnrc. 
and end dates, approximue crm 

SECTION C. EnvIronmental Aspects / Potential Sources of Impact: Would the tion involve. geouate. or wlr in cbanga to any of the following’! (If Yes. on 
attachment provide specific potential impact tnformatioa wb aa typaa and amouab ofchemicab, waste, M  emissions: size of modilicatioo. 

Sheet (set next page). Check and do MC of the foltowingz 

x!t!gc? 
to submit EC by MCF-3480. Appeandix B, do not complete Sectiona E  &  F or Signature Block. Submit EC to Air I Water / NEPA I Environmental 

Policy and Permitting Depatmmt, John S. lwing (MS 3428) OT E-mail (ISW) fol review and approval. 
w to submit EC by MCP-3480. Appendix B. complete Sections E  k F (check citbu %&tiag EC” or 7%~ not require an appmvcd EC”). sign &  date 
(in Signature Block). and place copy of EC in project tila. 

SECIION E. lnstructlona and Conditions: (If Yea. see atwhment for irumuions.) Yes No 
1. lnatroftionr born MCP-3480? X  
2. Conditions Required Before Swing Project? X  
SECTION F. NEPA Level ~~Documentation nod Reference(s). 

cx: E.4: ES: CERCLA: x Prwicusly appmwi NEPA document, including L&a not rcquirc EC approved by Environmental AIF~IR (e.g. 
exMng cnvimnmmul chestlist (pmvida Y  below): routine mainienancc. opcntioral activities): 

Reference(a): In awordance with the June 1994 .%&aria1 Policy on the National Environmental Policy Act, tix Deparmwnt of Energy will rely on the 
CERCLA proceaa Tar review of actions to be taken under CERCLA. 

N&S Thtabcm pmgnph doa not apply IO EA. EIS or CERCLA r&ted actiritia. 
SIGNATURE BLOCK. 

Brynna E  Walker 
F+inceMypcd Name 
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EC Document No.: CFA-01-006 

Environmental Checklist Attachments 

Section B. Project Description (continued): Attach an accurate and concise description of the project or action. 
Including type of action (e.g., new construction, process modification, maintenance, new activity, research and 
development, or work for others), purpose and need, pollution prevention and waste minimization measures, projected 
start and end dates, and approximate cost. 

The proposed project will construct an earthen materials engineered cover over the former Central Facilities Area (CFA) 
Sewage Treatment Plant Drain Field at the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL). This is 
the Selected Remedy for Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) Site 
CFA-08, Operable Unit (OW) 4-13. The engineered cover will isolate the low-level radioactive contaminants from human 
and animal intrusion and provide shielding for about 190 years. After completing the engineered cover, institutional 
controls will be implemented to restrict access to the site. 

The drain field is about 200 feet by 1,000 feet in size. It contains five distribution areas, each with 20 concrete drain pipes 
about 3.5 feet below ground surface. The drain field is located about 1,200 feet north/northeast of building CF-6 17 
(former Hot Laundry). 

The project consists of six major elements: 

l Mowing existing vegetation (about 10 acres) 
l Clearing and grubbing (about 3.5acre.s) 
l Excavating, hauling and placing earthen materials (about 65,420 cubic yards) 
l Grading, leveling, compacting and other earthwork 
l Revegetating (about 10 acres) 
l Installing a 6-foot-high galvanized steel chain-link fence (about 2,970 linear feet). 

Earthen materials required for the construction of the cap will be taken from approved INEEL Borrow Sources (potential 
sources include the CFA Gravel Pit, Lincoln Boulevard, and Spreading Area A). Spreading Area A and the Lincoln 
Boulevard Borrow Source are located within the storm water corridor. The CFA Gravel Pit is not located within the storm 
water corridor. Activities conducted at these borrow sources will be conducted in accordance with the substantive 
requirements of Addendum I, BQITQW Sources, of the lNEEL Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for Industrial 
Activities, DOE/ID-I043 1. Earthwork activities (inclusive of reclamation/re-vegetation) to be conducted as part ofthis 
CERCLA Remedial Action will be completed in accordance with the substantive requirements of Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. 

Any soil disturbance within Spreading Area A shall be done in accordance with environmental assessment DOIYEA- 
1083, New SiltClay Source Development and Use at the INEEL, dated May 1997. The contractor will supply additional 
cap construction materials (pea gravel and cobble). The placement and construction of the engineered cap will be 
completed as outlined in the INEEL A-E Construction Specifications (Project File #021048) and in accordance with all 
applicable engineering standards. 

The completion of this project will also involve the abandonment of three on-site groundwater-monitoring wells. 

The project will begin in May 2002 and continue through November 2002. The estimated cost to complete the project is 
S5 million. 
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Section C. Environmental Aspecti (continued): (If you answered Yes to any Section C items, label with Section C 
Item Number and explain below.) 

1. Air Pollutants - The proposed project will generate fugitive dust emissions that wiIl be addressed using both physical 
and administrative tools. Water and/or soil furatives will be used to stabilize disturbed areas, stockpiled materials, etc. 
Work in disturbed areas will be re-evaluated if sustained winds of 25 mph are present at the task site. Work will be 
stopped if excessive blowing dist is observed, regardless ofthe wind speed, and the dust hazard will then be mitigated by 
physical means. 

The completion of this project will release radiological contaminants into the air. Radionuclide emission calculations and 
air modeling have been completed and indicate an estimated dose of 6.5&07 mrern/yr at the site boundary. This 
estimated dose is significantly less than the maximum exposure dose of 10 mrem/yr. The substantive requirements of the 
Clean Air Act, including the State of Idaho requirements, determined to be applicable or relevant and appropriate have 
been included in the work plan and will be followed during this project. Estimated emissions will be submitted to EA for 
inclusion in the Air Emissions Inventory dual Report upon completion of the project. Contact Harrison Orr  at 526” 
0759 for additional assistance. 

4. Chemical Use and Storage-Fertil izer may be used during this project. In addition, decontamination solutions may 
be used in accordance with the Health and Safety Plan to decontaminate equipment. Non-hazardous chemical substitutes 
will be used in the place of hazardous chemicals as long as the non-hazardous substitutes meet the 
requiremenWspecifications of the requester. Upon project completion, any unused materials will be made available as 
excess equipment or material. I 

5. Contaminated Sites Disturbance - The project activities will disturb the existing vegetation and topsoil on the drain 
field, which is a CERCLA site. The disturbed vegetation and topsoil will be spread over the extent of the drain field. No 
contaminated vegetation or topsoil will be transported off tbe INEEL. Applicable dust suppression materials/equipment 
will be used to control fugitive dust emissions during construction activities (see item #l above). 

6. Cultural/Historical Resource Disturbance -The drain field area was surveyed, but no significant materials were 
identified. A clearance for the borrow sources was also recommended, as long as they are used in accordance with the 
environmental assessment identified in Section B, above, and requests for use are coordinated through Mike Jackson at 
526-8872 (see attached notes from Brenda R. Pace). 

9. Hazardous/Mixed Waste Generation -Up to 250 galfons of decontamination solutions may be used during the 
completion of this project to perform radiological decontamination of equipment. Non-hazardous chemical substitutes 
will be used in the place of hazardous chemicals as long as the non-hazardous substitutes meet tbe 
requirements/specifications of the requester. Upon project completion, any unused materials will be made available as 
excess material. All used material will be evaluated using Form 430.19 (WDDF) and dispositioned as appropriate. 
Following a hazardous waste determination, used materials determined to be non-hazardous and non-radioactive will be 
disposed of at the CFA Landfill or excessed. Hazardous/mixed waste will be sent to an approved treatment, storage and 
disposal (TSD) facility. 

10, Hazardous/Radioactive Material and Waste Handling and Transportation - The vegetation and topsoil present 
at the surface ofthe drain field contain minor concentrations of Cesium-137. Vegetation will be mowed and spread on top 
of the drain field prior to constructing the engineered cover, Some grading of the existing topsoil may be necessary to 
IeveI the surface of the drain field. Hazardous and mixed waste will be transported to commercial TSD facilities. 

11. Industrial Waste Generation -The proposed project will generate about 252 cubic yards of industrial waste, 
including materiaIs used to clean hydraulic spilIs, personal protection equipment (PPE), vegetation and soils from clearing 
and grubbing the toe areas of the cap, fencing materials, and other miscellaneous waste. All wastes generated by this 
project will undergo a hazardous waste determination, Non-hazardous and non-radioactive waste will be disposed of in 
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the CFA Landfill Complex. Waste streams will be evaluated to implement actions for minimizing waste entering the 
landfill and maximizing recycling and reuse. 

It. Interaction with Wildlife/Habitat-The proposed project will disturb soils outside of the existing drain field. An 
ecological evaluation was conducted for the drain field area and the borrow sources. (see attached letter and memorandum 
from Sue Majors, Staller Corporation, for specific descriptions and recommendations). 

Five state-listed species of noxious weeds are present at Spreading Area A. A plan to prevent and control the spread of 
these species must be developed and approved before disturbance begins in the area (see Section E, Conditions #l). 

Birds that are protected under the Federal Migratory Bird Protection Act may use the dr+n field area for breeding 
purposes. The area must be surveyed for bird nests before conducting any fieldwork between March 15 and June 15 (see 
Section E, Conditions #2, below). 

Sage grouse, a species of special concern, use Spreading Area A during the spring for breeding and nesting purposes. 
Activities conducted between March 15 and June 15 at Spreading Area A should only be performed between IO:00 am 
and 5:00 pm. 

13. Managing Surplus Property and Materials - During the completion of this project approximately 3,000 linear feet 
of galvanized chain-link fence will be removed, stored and potentially re-installed. At the time of re-installation, a 
determination will be made in the field as whether to reuse this fencing material or excess it. Additionally, two telephone 
poles that have been treated with a creosote preservative will be cut off at ground level and sent to excess. All used 
material will be evaluated using Form 430.19 (WDDF) and dispositioned as appropriate. 

16. Radioactive Waste Generation -This project may generate up to about 5 cubic yards of low-level radioactive 
waste, including PPE (cl cubic yard), plastic sheeting (<2 cubic yards), contaminated equipment (no estimate), possibly 
3,000 linear feet of chain link fencing, vegetation from the toe of the cap (up to 200 cubic yards), and miscellaneous (4 
cubic yards) waste. All radioactive waste will be disposed of at the Radioactive Waste Management Complex. 
Appropriate waste minimization methods will be used. 

18. Surface Water and Storm Water Contamination - The drain field is not located within the INEEL Storm Water 
Corridor; however, two of the borrow sources are within the corridor. Activities at Spreading Area A and the Lincoln 
Borrow Source must be conducted in accordance with substantive requirements of Addendum I, Borrow Sources, of the 
INEEL Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for Industrial Activities, DOEXD-1043 1. Addendum I, Borrow Sources, 
does not address Spreading Area A, however, revision is not required because the activity is associated with CERCLA. In 
accordance with the FFA/CO (Chapter VII, Section C, Paragraph 7.7), no federal, state or local permits are required to be 
obtained for this remedial action, since it will be conducted entirely within the boundaries of the INEEL and in 
accordance with Section 121 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. 9621 (FFAKO, 1991). 

20. Work Within a Floodplain -The CFA drain field cap lies below the floodplain elevation of a published report. The 
report entitled “Flood Routing Analysis for a Failure of Mackay Dam,” EGG-EP-7184, by Koslow and Van Haaften, 
1986, evaluated several maximum credible flood scenarios resulting from seismic, structural and hydrologic faiIures of 
Mackay Dam on the Big Lost River. This study is on the Architectural and Engineering Standards list for the INEEL. 
The results of piping failure during a loo-year flood are presented in Table 5 of the report, and are referenced in the 
discussion below. 

For purposes of National Environmental Policy Act compliance, the Department of Energy, Idaho Operations Office 
(DOE-ID) has directed that all proposed actions be reviewed to identify their location relative to the elevation of the flood 
indicated by the Koslow and Van Haafien (1986) report. This direction is considered to be interim and remains in effect 
until differences between methods of estimating Big Lost River flood elevations can be resolved to the satisfaction of the 
DOE-ID Natural Phenomenon Hazards Committee. Other studies by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) in 
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1998 and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) in 1999 evaluated loo-year flood potential without Mackay Dam failure. The 
CFA drain field cap is not yithin the hypothetical loo-year floodplains described in the 1998 USGS or 1999 BOR reports. 

The drain field elevation ranges from 4,921 feet to 4,9j3 feet, with a cap elevation of about 4928 feet. These elevations 
are below the 4941 ft peak water surface elevation indicated for Mackay Dam piping failure during a maximum credible 
flood as reported in Koslow and Van Ha&en (1986). Thus, the potential for floodplain impacts with respect to the 
proposed drain field cap within the floodplain of the Big Lost River are considered in this environmental checklist. This 
determination considers both the effect of the drain field cap structure on the floodplain as well as the effects of a potential 
flood on the drain field cap. 

Approximately 65,420 cubic yards of earthen material are to be used in the construction of the drain field cap. This 
earthen volume is approximately equal to a volume of 40.5 acre-feet of water. The total reservoir release of the postulated 
loo-year flood event coupled with Mackay Darn failure is 41,850 acre-feet. The drain field cap earthen material volume 
is less than 0.1 per cent of the total volume of the flood release; therefore the cap is an insignificant impact on the Koslow/ 
Van Haaften floodplain. The presence of this earthen material volume within the floodplain is not expected to cause 
significant, if any, impacts or changes to the overall dimensions, elevations, flow volumes, or velocities of the Big Lost 
River floodplain postulated by Koslow and Van Haafien (1986). 

The potential impacts of the maximum credible flood on the drain field cap consist of possible inundation and erosion and 
consequent impacts on the integrity of the structure. Erosion potential was addressed by using a loo-year, 6-hour storm 
event in the design of the structure. Inundation by a loo-year flood is considered unlikely because the joint probability of 
a simultaneous loo-year flood and failurepf Mackay Dam is less than that of a loo-year flood alone. Moreover, the drain 
field cap lies outside the hypothetical loo-year floodplain of two other credible Big Lost River flood studies. 

In summary, the CFA drain field cap lies below the flood elevation postulated by a study that includes a loo-year flood 
and Mackay Dam failure. However, the joint probability of a loo-year runoff event coupled with dam failure is less than 
is generally considered for actions under 10 CFR 1022. Upon,completion, the drain field cap will provide additional 
protection against erosion of the drain field waste by floodwater. 

Section E. Conditions and Instructions: (Include conditions required before starting project and select applicable Work 
Activity Instructions from MCP-3480) 

Conditions: 

1. Five state-listed species of noxious weeds are present at Spreading Area A. A plan to prevent and control the spread of 
these species must be developed and approved before disturbance begins in the area. Contact Sue Majors (Stoller 
Corporation, 525-9358) for assistance in developing this plan. 

2. The drain field area must be surveyed for bird nests before conducting any fieldwork between March 15 and June 15. 
Contact Sue Majors (Stoller Corporation, 525-9358) for guidance. 

3. Form 450.19, INEEL Gravel/Borrow Request Form, must be completed and faxed to Mike Jackson (fax number 526- 
0940) for approval before any material is removed from MEEL graveVborrow sources. 

Contact Brynna Walker at 526-8 195 as these conditions are completed. 

Instructions: 
The Management Control Procedure - 3480 “Environmental Instructions for Facilities, Processes, Materials, and 
Equipment” provides the environmental instructions for this proposed activity based on the work activities identified in 
Section D (page 2). Refer to the following sections in MCP-3480 for the appropriate environmental instructions: 

4.5 Using, Storing and Dispositioning Chemical Products/Chemicals/Hazardous Agents 
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4.6 

4.15 

4.17 

4.20 

4.34 

4.47 

4.48 

4.57 

4.78 

4.79 

4.80 

4.81 

4.93 

Working in a CERCLA Area of Contamination 

Constructing or Modifying Facilities, Equipment, or Processes (including changes to operating conditions) 

Operating Facilities, Equipment, or Processes 

Monitoring Storm Water according to the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for Industrial Activities 

Performing Activities with the Potential for Fugitive Dust or Fugitive Emissions 

Applying Fertilizers 

Procuring Goods and Services 

Disturbing Soils or Altering Stream Channels 

Planning to Generate Waste 

Generating Waste 

Dispositioning Excess Materials , 

Constructing or Modifying Sewage & Other Wastewater Systems 

Closing and Abandoning Wells 
Note: Project Manager must submit to EA and the Hydrogeological Data Repository (526-7877) well 
abandonment location, designation and abandonment materials to update the Comprehensive Well Survey 
Database information within 8 working days of well abandonment. 

Section I?. NEPA Level of Documentation and Reference(s): 7 

Summary of the Proposed Action: The proposed project will construct an earthen materials engineered cover over the 
former CFA Sewage Treatment Plant Drain Field. This is the Selected Remedy for CERCLA Site CFA-08, OU 4-13. 
The engineered cover will isolate the low-level radioactive contaminants from human and animal intrusion and provide 
shielding for about 190 years. After completing the engineered cover, institutional controls will be impIemented to 
restrict access to the site. The project will begin in May 2002 and continue through November 2002. The estimated cost 
to complete the project is $5 million. 

Use of the CERCLA Process: In accordance with the June 1994 Secretarial Policy on the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Department of Energy will rely on the CERCLA Process for review of actions to be taken under 
CERCLA. The proposed activity supports a CERCLA action and does not support the siting, construction, or operation of 
a treatment, storage, or disposal facility for waste management or other purposes unrelated to CERCLA. The CERCLA 
documents for this activity have incorporated NEPA values to the extent practicable, and the CERCLA documents will be 
made available to the public in accordance with the requirements of CERCLA. 

CERCLA Strategy: In accordance with CERCLA Section 113(k)(2)(3)(i-v) and Section 117 and the INEEL 
Community Relations Plan, opportunities for the public to obtain information and participate in the remedial investigation 
and decision process for Waste Area Group (WAG) 4 were provided from August 5, 1999 to October 4, 1999. The 
documents providing information and opportunities to provide input included a Proposed Plan; briefings and presentations 
to interested groups; interview; and public meetings. 

,584 
/++I 
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Several briefings on the WAG 4 investigation were given by DOE-ID to the INEEL Citizens Advisory Board and its 
Environmental Restoration Program Subcommittee. All comments received on the Proposed Plan were considered during 
the development of the OU 4-13 Record of Decision (ROD). The decision for the WAG 4 action was based on the 
information in the Administrative Record for WAG 4. In compliance with CERCLA, the OU 4-13 ROD that documents 
the decisions made at WAG 4 has been made available for public review in the DOE WAG 4 Administrative Record. 
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Brenda R Pace 09/06/2001 07:49:31 AM 

To: Btynna E Walker/WALKBE/CCOl/INEEUUS@lNEL 

object: Re: CFA-01-006, CERCIA OU 4-08 CFA Drain Field Cap @ 

Hi 8tynna. thanks for the note! The CFA Drain Field has been surveyed (including a buffer of 
approximately 50-l 00 m around it), No significant cukural materials were identified, so this CERCLA 
action shouid have no effect on cultural resources. As always, the stop work authority should be invoked 
and the INEEL Cultural Resource Management Office contacted if artifacts are unexpectedly discovered 
as the work progresses. Call if you have any questions! -Brenda 
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Brenda R Face 10/30/2001 01:35:39 PM 

To: 
CC: 

Brynna E Walker/WALKBEICCO1/lNEEUUS@l~EL 

Subject Re: CFA-01-006, Drain Field Cap B 

Hi Brynna, as long as the borrow sources are utilized in accordance with the EA referenced in the 
checklist and requests for use are coordinated through Mike Jackson, archaeological clearance is 
recommended for their use during the CFA drain field project. Don’t hesitate to call if you have any 
questions. --Brenda- 
Brynna E Walker 

To: Brenda R Pace/EXR/CCO~IINEEUUS@NEL 
cc: 
Subject CFA-Ol-006, Drain Field C& 

Brenda, you gave a cultural resource clearance for the drain field area, but what about the borrow sources 
that may be used? Here’s the EC. Can you look at it as soon as possible? 

Thanks, 
Brynna 

Iwl 
CFA-0 I-006.do 
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October 1,200I 

Mr. Roger L. Twitchell 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U. S. Departinent of Energy 
Idaho Operations Ofiice 

’ 850 Energy Drive, MS 1216 - 
Idaho Falls, lD 83401-1563 

Subject: Ecological Evaluation for the CERCLA Operable Unit 4-08 CFA Drain Field 
Cap (CFA-OI -006) 

Dear Mr. Twitchell: 

This letter provides recomqendations in support of NEPA for activities related to the 
construction of an earthen matefials engineered cover over the Sewagk Treatment Plant 
Drain Field at Central Facilities Area (CFA). 

The site is dominated by greea rabbit brush., crested wheat-s, and a vzkty of native 
and exotic forbs, Cover on the site was estimated ‘at 20 percent. 

The area proposed for these activities is likely used by a diverse complement of small 
mammals, reptiles, and breeding bird species common to the sagebnish steppe. Some 
former Candidate species for listing as Threatened or Endangered (e.g., fermginous ’ 
hav& loggerhead slyike and sagebrush lizard) are known to use these general areas. 
F@ronghom and mule deer throughout the year may also use the area 

Although it. is unlikely the proposed activities will have any measurable impact on 
species of federal or state concern, there birds that are protected under ,tie Federal. 
Migratory Bird Protection Act may use the area for breeding purposes. It is 
recommended that before disturbance of the area a su%q for potential bird nests be 
conducted. Stokr can provide assistance with the deter&nation of breeding bird use of 
the site. 

‘lb&e are no federally k-ted or proposed th.?eatened or entigered species, specie of 
special concem, or records thereat or designated critical habitat in proximity to the 
project area, the area of constrution of storm water pollution prevention measures, the 
areas where storm water ff ows from the project area to the point of discharge, or in 
proximity to the area where storm water discharges into receiving wateis.. It is our 

H-16 



opinion a biological consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wddlife Service is not necessary 
for these activities. 

.i 
If you have any questions regarding this evaluation, please contact me at phone number 
below or at smajors~stollerxom. 

Sue J. Majors J 
Wildlife Biologist 
StoIler Corp. 
1780 First Street, 
Idaho Falls, ID *83401 
(208) 525-9358 
FAX: (208) 525 -3364 

CC: J. D. Depperschmid& DOE, MS 1216 
J.S. Irving, BBWI, MS 3428 
B. E. Walker, BBWJ, MS 3428 
D. W. Wagoner, BBW& MS 3950 
Stolkr Files 
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S toiler 
Corporation 

Memorandum 

Date: October 23,200l 
To: John Irving 
From: Sue Majors 
Subject: Continuance of CFA al-006 Drain Field Cap source 

material location, CFA Gravel Pit, Lincoln Boulevard 
Gravel Pit, and Spreading Area A 

John, 

As part of the ecological evaluation for Environmental Checklist CFA-01-006 a survey of 
the borrow sources also needs to be conducted in order to identify any potential problems 
for the project. A revised checklist indicated that potential sources include CFA Gravel 
Pit, Lincoln Boulevard, and Spreading Area A. 

The CFA and Lincoln Boulevard Gravel Pits were surveyed on October 22,200l. These 
areas have been previously disturbed. Vegetation surrounding these areas consisted of 
sagebrush, green rabbitbrush, and native and exotic grasses and forbs. During this survey 
it was determined that no noxious weeds were present in the area that may enter the 
project area from either of these sources. 

The areas are likely used by a diverse complement of small mammals, reptiles, and 
breeding bird species common to the sagebrush steppe. Some former Candidate species 
for listing as Threatened or Endangered (e.g., fermginous hawk, loggerhead shrike and 
sagebrush lizard) are known to use these general areas. Pronghom and mule deer also 
frequent the area throughout the year. 

It is unlikely the proposed activities will have any measurable impact on species of 
federal or state concern. There are no federally listed or proposed threatened or 
endangered species, species of special concern, or records thereof, or designated critical 
habitat in the proximity to the area, the area of construction of storm water pollution 
prevention measures, the areas where storm water flows from the project area to the point 
of discharge, or in proximity to the area where storm water discharges into receiving 
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waters. It is our opinion that a biological consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is not necessary for these activities. 

Spreading Area A was surveyed on October 17,200 1. The proposed site is an area that 
has been previously disturbed. The area consists of vegetation typical to areas that are 
frequently inundated with water. Native and non-native grasses and forbs such as squirrel 
tail, foxtail barley, sedge, thickspike wheatgrass, crested wheatgrass, bracted verbena, 
goats beard, poverty weed, and prostrate knotweek dominate the site. Five state listed 
noxious weeds; leafy spurge, Canada thistle, musk thistle, black henbane, and field 
bindweed are present in the stream channel and throughout the area. A plan to prevent 
and control the spread of these species should be developed and approved before 
disturbance begins in the area. 

Although it is unlikely the proposed activities will have any measurable imp&t on 
species of federal or state concern, birds that are protected under the FederaI Migratory 
Bird Protection Act may use the area for breeding purposes. Bald eagles have been 
identified in the Environmental Assessment @OE/EA-1083, 1997) as using the site 
“infrequently during the winter and early spring floods.” When there is no water in the 
area, activities should not have any detrimental affect on this species. Sage grouse, a 
species of special concern, also utilize the area during the spring for breeding and nesting 
purposes. Activities conducted between March 15 and June 15, are to be restricted to 
occurring after 1O:OO am qd before 5:00 pm. 
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